
Police Department 
 
2003 - A Year of Renovation 
 
The department’s statistics as of December 23, 2003. 

935 – Tickets were written into Manitou Springs Municipal Court. 
259 – Tickets were written into El Paso County Court. 
185 – Traffic accidents were investigated. 
807 -  Citizen Information reports were taken. 
836 -  Case reports were taken (these are misdemeanor and felony crime reports). 
 

The department is making changes and purchasing much needed equipment.  
- We have attained three new vehicles for the department.  
- Three vehicles with high mileage and high maintenance were sold at auction. 
- One unit was transferred from patrol over to Code Enforcement. 
- We also purchased five new shotguns, to be placed in the patrol vehicles. 
- The uniforms have changed from a dark navy blue pant with gray stripe to a solid 

navy blue cargo pant.  We have also permitted summer uniforms, since we are a 
tourist town, to navy blue polo type shirts and navy blue cargo shorts. 

- A Memorandum of Understanding was signed with the El Paso County Sheriff’s 
Office to assist M.S.P.D. with homicides, major crimes and S.W.A.T. situations. 

- A request for an audit of the department was completed by the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

- A committee was formed to review the audit and make applicable changes. 
- A study to determine if the M.S.P.D. Dispatch Center should be retained or El 

Paso County Dispatch Center would assume the City of Manitou Springs 
dispatching needs. 

- $1,671.81 was received from the Bureau of Justice with the Bulletproof Vest 
grant.  

- Officers had quarterly qualifications on their handguns and AR15 rifles, and semi-
annual qualifications on shotguns at Pikes Peak Community College range. 

- Each Officer has received a new 800MHz hand held radio, back up battery and 
charger, signed out to them. 

- A new alarm policy was passed by Manitou Springs City Council. All businesses 
must pay a $25 one time fee to register their alarms with the Police Department. 

 
Some of the training that was offered this year includes the following. 
Training is one of the most important aspects of a police officers job.  

- January 17, 2003, every officer in the department attended a mandatory training, 
which was instructed by DVERT (Domestic Violence Enhanced Response Team) 
on the topics of domestic violence and stalking. (No cost involved) 

-  March 12, 2003, ex-officer W. Ryan and ex-officer S. Richmond attended an 
International Terrorism class at the Aurora Police Department. (No cost involved) 

-  March 20, 2003, it was mandatory for all officers in the department to attend 
training in Clandestine Lab Awareness and Clandestine Lab First Responder 



training. There will be another offering of this class on January 10, 2004 for some 
of the new officers. (No cost involved) 

- April 12, 2003, Detective J. Marion, Officer W. Ryan and Lt. MJ. Smith attended 
a class for First Responders on Methamphetamine Labs taught by the North Metro 
Drug Task Force. (No cost involved) 

- April 17, 2003, Sergeant R. Williams and Officer A. Powers attended a class for 
First Responders on Methamphetamine Labs taught at the Colorado Springs 
Police Department Training Academy. (No cost involved) 

-  April 23-25, 2003, Detective J. Marion attended the 10th Annual Safety and 
Prevention Conference at Beaver Run Resort. Some of the classes he attended 
were:  Identity Theft, Internet Crimes against Children, Methamphetamines in 
Colorado, Pedestrian Awareness; Safety, Domestic and International Terrorism, 
Suicide-first responders and Booster Seat Awareness. (A full scholarship paid for 
the training) 

- April 22, 2003, Sergeant R. Williams and Acting Supervisors, J. Hopkins and C. 
Clements, attended a class on “Police Hot Liability Topics” put on by C.I.R.S.A. 
in Pueblo, Colorado. (Minimal cost of $45 per officer) 

-  April 28- May 9, 2003, Ex-officer S. Richmond attended a two week F.B.I. 
Defensive Tactics training class at the Colorado Springs Police Department to 
become a certified instructor. (No cost involved) 

- May 18- May 23, 2003, Sergeant R. Williams and Detective J. Marion attended a 
one week class in Quantico, Virginia at the Drug Enforcement Agency portion of 
the F.B.I. Academy. This entire training was paid for by the D.E.A. The training 
certifies both officers to enter and process clandestine labs. Each officer received 
approximately $2,500 in equipment. Two more officers, C. Clements and R. 
McPherson, will be attending this class in February 2004. (The only cost involved 
was a medical examination.) 

- May 26- May 30, 2003, Sergeant R. Williams attended a one week National Rifle 
Association class course to become certified as a firearms instructor for the 
department.  

-  June 4, 2003, all officers attended a class on Domestic Violence instructed by 
Detective J. Freeman of DVERT and Deputy District Attorney, Catherine 
Mitchell. The class was an update on domestic violence procedures and new laws. 
(No cost involved) 

-  August 26, 2003, all officers attended a mandatory training class on the operation 
of the new 800MHz radios. Every officer has a hand held radio, charger and 
battery assigned to him. 

- September 8-12, 2003, Sergeant R. Williams attended a Rifle Instructor’s course 
at the Pikes Peak Community College Range through the Colorado Springs Police 
Department. He is now certified to instruct officers who are certified on the AR-
15. (No cost involved) 

- September 22-24, 2003, Detective J. Marion attended a Crime Scene Response 
class for New Detectives at the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office. (No cost 
involved) 

 



- September 29- October 3, 2003, Detective J. Marion attended a one week training 
class at the Colorado Bureau of Investigation, in Pueblo, on Crime Scene 
Evidence. (No cost involved) 

- October 7, 2003, Officer J. Bonk attended a Glock Armorer course at Pikes Peak 
Community College. 

- October 14, 2003, it was mandatory for all officers to attend a training which was 
instructed by City Attorney, Alan Jensen, on Court Testimony and Criminal Law 
vs. Tort Law. (No cost involved) 

- October 31, 2003, Officer M. Otero attended a Radar Certification course at Fort 
Carson Military base. (No cost involved) 

- October 6-8, 2003, four officers: J. Spanks, V. Leath, J. Mason and M. Otero, 
attended a three-day Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (S.F.S.T.) session that 
the Manitou Springs Police Department hosted. The class was instructed by 
Colorado State Patrol. (No cost involved) 

- November 11, 2003 it was mandatory for all officers to attend a training course 
instructed by past Manitou Springs Police Chief, Jeffrey Nohr, who is currently 
with El Paso County Sheriff’s Department. The class was on Crime Scene 
Investigation. The training focused on responding to calls involving crime scenes, 
preservation of crime scenes and the initial investigation. (No cost involved) 

- December 13, 2003, Manitou Springs Police Department hosted an Intoxilyzer 
Certification class. Officer V. Leath and Officer M. Otero were certified along 
with officers from the Teller County Sheriff’s Department and Colorado State 
Patrol. (No cost involved) 

 
Officers worked many events in 2003 to include:  
The Carnivale Parade, Law Enforcement Torch Run, (Officer A. Powers, Officer S. 
Richmond and Officer W. Ryan ran in this event), Buddy Walk, Manitou Springs High 
School Prom, St. Mary’s High School Prom, Wine Festival, Pikes Peak Ascent & 
Marathon, Manitou Springs High School  Bon Fire, Homecoming Dance and the 
Homecoming Parade, Mayors 5K Cup Run, Kids Fun Run and Coffin Races, Holiday 
Parade and Toy Run, to name a few.  
 
2004 – A Year of Restructuring 
 
Plans for the new year. 

- In 2004, we will hire two positions that were vacant in all of 2003, a Lieutenant 
and another Patrol Sergeant. 

- The department will be working on revising all of the old policies and procedures. 
- We will purchase two more radar enforcement units, a digital camera, a video 

camera and a records management system.   
- The department will look for grants or other sources of funding as well as 

focusing on “traffic calming” programs. 
- Making much needed changes in areas of training, scheduling and scaling down 

redundant paperwork.  
 
The department has more training scheduled (as of this date) to include: 



- January 10, 2004, First Responders Clandestine lab training which Officer J. 
Mason, Officer J. Bonk and Officer M. Otero will attend along with numerous 
other agencies and fire department personnel. 

- January 12-16, 2004, Detective J. Marion and Officer A. Powers will attend an 
Interview and Interrogation class at Pikes Peak Community College. (No cost 
involved) 

- January 22, 2004 all officers will attend a mandatory training on Search and 
Seizure instructed by Deputy District Attorney, Dan May, of the El Paso County 
District Attorney’s Office. (No cost involved)   

- February 23-27, 2004, Officer C. Clements and Officer R. McPherson will be 
attending one week training in Quantico, Virginia which is being fully paid for by 
the Drug Enforcement Agency to include; air fare, lodging, meals and training. 
They will receive approximately $2,500 worth of equipment each ($5,000 
combined). This will give us four officers that are certified to enter and process 
clandestine labs. 

 
MaryJo Smith 
Police Chief 
 
 
 
 


